Preclinical Effects of Antipsychotic Drugs.
Antipsychotic drugs have been the drugs of choice for the treatment of schizophrenia ever since the introduction of chlorpromazine in the early 1950s of the last century. Since then, about 60 different antipsychotics have been introduced. Although pharmacologically these drugs show large differences, in terms of potency, duration of action and selectivity, all antipsychotics appear to reduce the positive symptoms of schizophrenia, while having little or no effect on the negative symptoms or the cognitive deficits. The only apparent exception is clozapine, which is also effective in therapy-resistant patients. On the other hand, antipsychotics induce significant side effects as well, including neurological, behavioural and metabolic side effects. In the present paper, we will discuss the preclinical pharmacology of the current antipsychotic drugs focussing both on the therapeutic and on side effects of these drugs.